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Well here we are at the beginning of new 
PAMA DFW CHAPTER season of 
2009/ 2010. We have made some changes in 
our meeting schedule to get our area aviation 
students more involved in PAMA and giving 
them the opportunity to meet  people in their 
chosen  profession. There will be two 
meetings at TCC Fort Worth, one at night 
and one at lunch hour. Two meetings will be 
held at Skyline High School Dallas, both 
afternoon meetings.  

From past performance we know that our 
best meeting attendance comes at social 
events, so we have decided to have a social 
event around the last of the year or the 
beginning of the New Year and one in the 
late spring. I would like to see one in Dallas/
Addison area and one in the Fort Worth Mid-
Cities area. We are looking for sponsors of 
our school meetings and our social affairs. 
We would encourage sponsoring companies 
to set up info tables at the school meetings. 
What we need most of all are companies to 
provide the location for are the social affairs. 
We are open to what type of affair and 
location. I would like to encourage companies 
to set up info and hospitality tables at our 
social affairs. 

Now comes the BIGGIE. We need someone 
to organize the social events by themselves or 
by organizing a committee, so please 
volunteer for this most important position. 
No pay, but a lot of thank yous from the 
membership and your Board of Directors   

Our season kick off Golf Classic was once 
again a great success raising over $10,000.00 
for our scholarship fund. My special thanks 
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goes to Ruben Flores for providing an 
excellent tournament, as he has for twelve 
tournaments. Thanks to the 122 golfers and 
the 19 companies that sponsored a hole, these 
companies will be recognized in another area 
of this news letter and all the companies that 
supplied merchandise for our drawing. Grand 
prize was TWO round trip Southwest Airline 
tickets anywhere they fly, donated by 
Southwest Airlines. Please thank and support 
these companies that made this event a 
success.            

Your chapter’s scholarship is one of the 
premier scholarships given in the area, 
awarding close to $6,000 per student. Over 
the years the DFW PAMA Chapter has given 
32 scholarships, so please all of you 
individuals and companies that have made 
this possible give yourselves a pat on the 
back, and please help us to continue this 
success in the coming years. 

On the PAMA national side, I just retuned 
from the PAMA National Board of Directors 
meeting in Washington DC, representing the 
Southwest as Regional Director and I am 
happy to say I can see great things in the 
future for PAMA. Watch the PAMA web site 
and your e-mails in the coming weeks and 
months.  

In these hard economic times it is essential 
for all of us to pull together to insure a 
successful 2009/2010 season. 

Be Safe 

Roger Sickler 
President: DFW Chapter of PAMA 
Director: Representing the Southwest Region 

http://www.pama.org
http://www.pama-dfw.com
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Schedule of Events   

PAMA DFW Chapter Meeting 
Date: November 16, 2009  
Location: TCC NW Campus 
Time:  6:00 pm  

Derrick Hahan will make a 
presentation on legal issues for 
the A7P   

TCC will provide the food and 
Beverage        

Monthly meetings are generally held on the 
3rd Monday of the month, but will be changed 
due to holidays and other conflicting issues.  

If you know of an upcoming event that needs 
to be added to the calendar, please contact 
Karen Winterrowd at 
karen@shipitaogllc.com

 

to have the 
information included in the newsletter.       

Contacts: 
President:  
Roger Sickler 
roger@airlandturbine.com

  

Vice President:  
Criss Berry 
criss.berry@sbcglobal.net

  

Secretary:  
Curt Landrum 
curtis.landrum@tccd.edu

  

Treasurer:  
Eric Green  
egreen@howellinst.com

  

Past President:  
Ruben Flores 
rflores@richav.com

  

Newsletter: 
Karen Winterrowd 
karen@shipitaogllc.com

  

TCC Student Rep: 
Joel Becker 
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I wanted to pass on that we have received many emails of positive feedback from the PAMA Golf 
Tournament from several of our sponsors. Everyone had a great time, and enjoyed the fun and net-
working experience.  

I wanted to thank all of the board members and volunteers who made this tournament a success 
this year!  

I also would like to recognize a few folks who deserve special thanks: 
Molly Kuhn (Richardson Aviation) who was by my side the entire time; I can't take all the credit, 
Molly did an excellent job fielding the phone calls, updating lists, helping with correspondence, and 
reminding me to do this or that.  Her involvement is a direct result of the success we experienced. 
Molly had a huge responsibility of keeping me on track while we both juggled both Richardson Avia-
tion and PAMA.   

Karen Ingham (Richardson Aviation), who also stepped in during the final hours of preparation, was 
instrumental in working with me on last minute door prizes, updating the spreadsheets, and finaliz-
ing the golf pairings. Her involvement was much appreciated.  

Khris Smith (Dallas Airmotive) who has been committed to PAMA since our first tournament was 
also a huge asset to our success. Her involvement in past years and present continues to make our 
tournament what it is today. I appreciate her rallying players from DAI to support the Scholarship 
Fund, ensuring the golf hole sponsor signs were all available and correct, and her friendly and fun 
involvement at registration. I look forward to her 
continued support in the years to come.  

Curt Landrum (TCC) and Eric Green (Howell Instruments) for giving up their time and energy to ac-
quisition and acquire door prizes.    

Criss, Roger, and Trudy for all your help behind the scenes, managing the finances, and keeping us 
all focused. Your efforts and hard-work are evident in the quality of our tournament, and I am hon-
ored to be part of such a dedicated board who share the same philosophy.      

With everyone's combined efforts, this Tournament ran with ease, afforded enjoyment to all whom 
were in attendance, and will continue to be an annual event people will talk about in coming years.  I 
enjoy doing this tournament with you all as it is a pleasure working with you! It is also good for our 
industry, and offers a way to give back.   

A final recognition should be given to Richardson Aviation for their continued support.   
I look forward to next year and another successful tournament.   

Best regards,  

Ruben Flores 
PAMA Golf Classic Chairman 
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Golf Tournament

 
Our 12th Annual PAMA Golf Classic was a resounding success.  Southwest Airlines generously provided two unrestricted 
tickets valued at $800 as our primary fund raiser during the draw for the DFW Chapter of PAMA Scholarship fund.  The 
winner was Tom Mitchell of Richardson Aviation. 

Additionally, we would like to recognize and thank the “hole” sponsors for their generous support.  This support and 
participation is essential to the success of our efforts by providing funding for the education and training offered with 
our scholarship fund.  The following is a list of these generous sponsors: 

1. AeroEngine Specialist 
2. Avant 
3. Aviall 
4. Bell Helicopter 
5. Dallas Airmotive 
6. Duncan Aviation 
7. Gulfstream Aerospace 
8. Honeywell 
9. Jet Works Air Center 
10. King Aerospace 
11. Mint Turbines 
12. Perkins Aircraft 
13. Richardson Aviation 
14. SekoWorldwide 
15. ShipItAOG 
16. Standard Aero 
17. SWAT-Aircraft 
18. West Star Aviation 
19. XTO Energy 

As with any golf tournament (including Florida Scramble – best ball) we have a win-
ner’s circle.  The first place team was Pat Murphy, Trey Bryson, Mark Hembee, and 
Mark Haggard.  Congratulations to everyone.  Coming in with a close second was 
Don Franklin, Gene Robbins, Tim Hughes, and Brandt Brownlee.  Well done! 

We have had several comments that everyone had a great time and really enjoyed 
the gathering at the 19th hole after the tournament.  The date for the 13th Annual 
Golf Classic is being worked out and will be announced in a later date of this news-
letter.  So watch for this date to mark your calendars for a lot of fun. 

1st Place Winners 

Pat Murphy 

Trey Bryson 

Mark Hembree 

Mark Haggard 

2nd Place Winners 

Don Franklin 

Gene Robbins 

Tim Hughes 

Brandt Brownlee 

Southwest Ticket Winner 

Tom Mitchell of Richardson Aviation 
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Corporate 
Sponsors 

www.airlandturbine.com

         

www.shipitaogllc.com

        

“For all your engine 
management needs” 

www.aeroturbinespecialist.com

    

Engine and Airframe 
Material Specialists 

www.terltd.com

  

www.unitronlp.com

    

www.wja.aero

 

Corporate Sponsorships  

Your company name and profile will ap-

pear in this section when you choose to 

be a corporate member.   

You will get an opportunity to advertise 

any new product or offers in this section. 

This is a great opportunity. This newslet-

ter goes out to many in the local aviation 

community.  

Membership Information  

PAMA’s diverse membership facilitates an ex-
change that enables each of our members to be 
more effective and to grow in their career. Mem-
bership categories include:   

Regular-- $49/year 
Airframe and/or Power Plant Mechanics, Avionics Tech-
nicians, US Military maintenance personnel.  

Associate-- $49/year 
Individuals actively engaged in aviation.   

Student-- $10/year 
A&P Students at FAA approved schools, apprentice 
technicians and avionics students. Current ID required.   

Company-- $650/year  
Includes membership for one primary representative, 
three additional members, job postings, recognition, 
plaque and more. Volunteer and Sponsors 

Needed 

We are looking for help in order to 
make this chapter a success. Please 
consider helping out with contacting 
companies to sponsor meetings, or 
helping at any of our events.  

Do you have any special talents such as 
graphic design or web design and you’d 
like to put them to use please give us a 
call.  

Sign up to be a sponsor this year and 
enjoy the benefits of monthly advertis-
ing.  

Contact Roger Sickler at 
roger@airlandturbine.com

 

for further 
information.  

Brain Teaser  
Changeovers 

1) Change the 1st letter of a word 
meaning “not as hot” to get a 
word that means “more coura-
geous.”  

2) Change the 1st letter of the 
word for a precious metal to 
get a word meaning 
“informed.” 

A
nsw

er: 

1) 
colder, bolder 

2) 
gold, told 

In Recognition 

The DFW Chapter of PAMA would like recognize Richardson Aviation for their untiring support to our chapter from its 
inception in 1990.  Through Richardson Aviation’s direct involvement our fund raising golf tournament emerged and has been 
the main stay to support the efforts of providing training and education for new aviation mechanics.  This effort, by estimate, 
has helped over 30 mechanics receive their Federal Aviation Administration certifications.  This is in no way a small endeavor 
and is a tribute to Richardson Aviation’s dedication to provide the very best education and training for the aviation mechanic. 

Mr. Ruben Flores, Richardson Aviation, has been at the forefront of this effort from the onset and is a key personality to the 
success of the scholarship program.  We extend our thanks and appreciation to Ruben for his continued support and manage-
ment of the Golf Classic!  

The DFW Chapter of PAMA continues to appreciate the untiring efforts by Ship It AOG not only in support of the golf 
tournament but with their on-going dedication in managing our Newsletter and in assisting in other administrative areas.  This 
has proved to immensely valuable to the quality effort of our chapter. 

http://www.airlandturbine.com
http://www.shipitaogllc.com
http://www.aeroturbinespecialist.com
http://www.terltd.com
http://www.unitronlp.com
http://www.wja.aero
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Letter From Joel Becker    

When I started the TCC Aviation program, I was not expecting it to be so busy and rigorous.  I quickly realized that it would take much 

more time and focus than I expected.  I discovered I would be unable to get a job and work as much as I had planned.  It looked like I might have 

to resort to going to school part time so that I could work enough to support my family.   Then I was awarded the DFW Chapter of PAMA scholar-

ship!  

This scholarship has been a real help to me and my family.  It has allowed me to focus on school and continue with my original plans.  It 

also provides extra motivation to keep my grades up.   Because of this scholarship and a flexible part time job at the TCC hangar, I have been able 

to continue as a full time student and am planning to earn my A&P certificate in May.     

The TCC Aviation program has been challenging, and I’ve been discouraged at times.  But now as I’m nearing the end, I can look back 

and see how much I’ve learned.  The classes I’m taking now are building on the basics that I learned during my first two semesters, and some of 

the things I struggled with are coming together for me.   The instructors are preparing us not only for the O&P test, but also for working in the 

field.    

Attending the DFW PAMA golf tournament this weekend made me realize how many companies and individuals have made my schol-

arship possible.  I am truly grateful.          Joel Becker 

  
We have three students currently completing their studies at Tarrant County College.  

Joel Becker has completed all of his General and Airframe studies and will take his FAA examinations this 

semester.  Joel has volunteered to be the student representative for PAMA at Tarrant County College.  

Cory Courchesne is attending night classes and has completed all of his General classes and is taking a mix-

ture of Airframe and Powerplant classes at this time.  This is a normal flow for students completing the pro-

gram on nights.  

Amber Nelson is taking an Avionics class this semester.  She completed her FAA examinations last semester 

and is working at an Avionics Repair Station.  Her last Avionics class should be next semester.  

All of our scholarship and stipend recipients are performing superbly.  

    DFW Chapter of PAMA Scholarship Update

 



6 

P A M A -D F W C h a p t e r  

6 

A&P School So Far 

My experience in Tarrant County College’s Airframe and Power Plant program so far has helped me im-

prove not only as a student, but as a person as well.  I started the program in the fall of 2008, and I am planning 

to take my Oral and Practical for my Airframe in the 2010 summer.  Some of the classes that I have taken in-

clude Ground Operations, Welding, and Sheet Metal.  These are the main classes that have stood out for me.  

The first thing that I remember about Ground Ops is I had to go all around our building and hangar to 

look for every fire extinguisher.  As I was locating the fire extinguishers I was also making sure that they were all 

in good condition as well as determining and learning the different types of extinguishers.  My most memorable 

moment in this class had to be when I got to start up an aircraft engine for the first time.  This was probably the 

first time I realized I wanted to do more than just work on aircraft.  I want to fly them too!  After Ground Ops 

there was no break before I started my Welding class.  

In my opinion welding is like an art.  There is a lot more than just melting metal together to make a big-

ger piece of metal.  In this class I learned about the many different types of welding and the different types of 

welds.  At the end of the two week summer class I could tell the difference between a good and bad weld, per-

form the basic types of welds, and even put my name in a piece of metal.  As soon as I finished welding I had 

two days off and went right into my Sheet Metal class.  

Sheet Metal was a fun class for me.  I learned how to make bends, joggles, and even for the metal using 

wood and a hammer.  This class had a lot of fun projects, but it still had its fine detail in riveting metals together.  

Before starting a project I had to determine the rivet sizes, the metals thickness, and the spacing before ever 

drilling a hole.  In this class I really learned to appreciate how much hard work goes into just the outside frame 

of an aircraft.  

All in all starting this program at TCC is the best decision that I could have made.  I learn something new 

every day in class that helps me toward my future.   After I complete the A&P program and receive my associ-

ates, I plan to continue my education in aviation and earn a bachelors degree.  Not only do I plan to further my 

education, but my goals now include becoming a pilot. 

Cory Courchesne 
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One Woman's Journey

  
Booker T. Washington once said, "Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as 

by the obstacles which he has overcome." I strongly relate to this quote as most of my accomplishments thus far have been any-

thing but easy. For mostly anybody, life is one great and trying struggle. However, I'm particularly motivated, some would say 

obstinate, so that a few difficulties along the way are never enough to get me down. Though I don't dream of being a rocket scien-

tist or a world leader striving for peace, my goals in life are enough to give me a sense of triumph when everything is said and 

done. The largest and most significant goal I have is to be highly involved, and successful, with almost anything related to aircraft. 

I aspire to be a "renaissance man" (or woman in this case) in the world of aviation and so far, I haven't let anything stop me and I 

don't plan for that to change. I recently finished all Part 147 courses and received my Airframe and Powerplant Certificate, I'm 

currently working on finishing the Avionics courses at Tarrant County College, and I've got my foot in the industry door. How-

ever, I wouldn't be able to list these achievements without taking time to note the support I received from the Professional Aviation 

Maintenance Association.  

Since January, PAMA has helped me pay for classes and books to finish up at TCC which I wouldn't have been able to do 

on my own. When speaking of obstacles, money (or lack thereof) has always been my greatest nagging barrier. Like most of my 

classmates, I work and attend school full time. It really is almost as if you have two full time jobs, especially in a fast-paced course 

of study like aviation, and then with no background experience to rely on. Nevertheless, I made nearly straight A's throughout my 

entire college career so far and I thirst for more still, and all the while having fun. Organizations like PAMA make possible the 

dreams and ambitions of students like myself, who truly benefit from not only the monetary aid, but also from just knowing there 

are people out there rooting for those who honestly wish to succeed. I promised to all who have assisted in my success that I would 

make them proud, and with the encouragement I've received, how could I not seek to fulfill my utmost potential? So here's what 

I'm up to currently.   

As I said before, I am now an A&P mechanic and, with the help of PAMA, working on the final Avionics courses. About 

three months ago I was hired on at an Avionics shop at Spinks Airport, Texas Gyro. Whereas I am incredibly passionate about the 

mechanical side of things, and the electrical world is definitely growing on me, I've decided to go further with my education. I will 

be attending the University of Texas at Arlington in the spring of 2010 to commence my journey towards receiving a Bachelors 

degree in science. I've decided I will embark on another interesting adventure and go for Aerospace or Electrical Engineering. I 

haven't decided yet which path I will follow, but I will have made a decision by this time next week. I've already applied to the 

university and am almost set to go. Though I know it's not completely tangible, I hope to one day find a career that involves a little 

of everything- mechanical maintenance, avionics, and engineering. Knowing myself, I almost certainly will not stop there either. I 

would like to one day obtain a private pilot license so that I can, hopefully, purchase my own airplane to fly, maintain, and tinker 

around with. Most of all, other than obtaining several certificates, loads of experience, and networking in the "best of circles", I 

hope to make a positive dent in this industry. I would like to look back and say I've contributed to aviation and that the business 

benefited from me- that I've left my mark and in some way made aviation stand out just that much more. It will be indescribably 

rewarding when I can one day be the person or part of an organization like PAMA who can help others achieve their goals in avia-

tion, those like myself who overcame the obstacles presented to them.   

So thank you, and I will continue to do my very best.                       With abundant sincerity,  Amber Nelson 
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