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PAMA-DFW E-News Letter 

 
OCTOBER 2008 

  

President’s Corner

     

The economy downturn looks like it will not get much better in 
coming months. Now is the time for aviation maintenance 
professionals to pull together. IF you have a job opening, hire a 
PAMA member, if you need a job, contact your PAMA Chapter 
to advertise your need. If you need to purchase a part or need a 
service, support the companies of PAMA members.   

Your national PAMA and local PAMA chapters can provide a 
venue to its members to network and ease the hardships of the 
coming months. If you are not a member join today, if your 
membership has or is about to expire, renew.   

Don’t forget our chapter meetings are now the third Monday of 
the month. October 20th is our next meeting and is being 
sponsored by American Eurocopter.       

Be Safe, 
Roger Sickler 
President 
DFW Chapter of PAMA     
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.  Mr. Clint Grant, Tarrant County College Aviation Department Chair, introduced Mr. Roger Sickler who 
announced the scholarship.  We received excellent packages from a number of applicants that made the 
choice very difficult.  All of the applicants are congratulated on their dedication to aviation maintenance.    

    
DFW Chapter  
Contacts:     

President:  
Roger Sickler 
roger@airlandturbine.com

  

Vice President:  
Criss Berry 
criss.berry@sbcglobal.net

  

Secretary:  
John Waldrop  

Treasurer:  
Khris Smith  

Past President:  
Ruben Flores  

Newsletter: 
Karen Winterrowd 
karen@shipitaogllc.com

      

Please visit www.pama-
dfw.org

 

for more 
information.   

       
Schedule of Events

  
Date: Oct. 20, 2008 
Location: American 
Eurocopter’s New Helicopter 
Delivery Center 
2701 Forum Drive 
Grand Prairie, TX 
Time: 6:00 PM   

Date: Oct. 25, 2008-  
11th Annual PAMA-DFW 
Chapter Golf Classic  

Date: Nov. 17, 2008  
Location: Tarrant County 
College- Fort Worth 
Time: 6:00 PM  

Monthly meetings are generally held 
on the 3rd Monday of the month, but 
will be changed due to holidays and 
other conflicting issues.   

If you know of an upcoming event 
that needs to be added to the 
calendar, please contact Karen 
Winterrowd at 
karen@shipitaogllc.com to have the 
information included in the 
newsletter.   

DFW Chapter 
Contacts: 

President:  
Roger Sickler 
roger@airlandturbine.com

  

Vice President:  
Criss Berry 
criss.berry@sbcglobal.net

  

Secretary:  
Curt Landrum 
curtis.landrum@tccd.edu

  

Treasurer:  
Eric Green  
egreen@howellinst.com

  

Past President:  
Ruben Flores 
rflores@richav.com

  

Newsletter: 
Karen Winterrowd 
karen@shipitaogllc.com

  

TCC Student Rep: 
Brad Wilkinson 
brad07772002@yahoo.com

                      

__________________________________________________________  

Can you identify this aircraft? 

  

Winner will rec. a $20.00 gift card to Starbucks Compliments of Air Land 
Turbine Services. (In case of a tie a drawing will be held to choose the winner.)  

No one identified last month’s aircraft: a Albatros D.Va a German World War One 
aircraft powered by a Mercedes engine. The Red Baron scored many of hits in 
Albatros types and also was shot down in one Curse You Red Baron.  

 
PAMA-DFW November Monthly Meeting  

Date: 11/17/2008 
Location: Tarrant County College Aviation Dept.  
4801 Marine Creek Parkway 
Fort Worth, TX 76170 
Time: 6:00 pm 
The meeting will be held in the hangar with guest speaker Mr. Steve 
Staudt from Champion Aerospace.  His presentation will cover turbine 
engine ignition systems and will last about an hour.  Mr. Staudt will also 
meet with both Powerplant Electrical classes on that day to discuss 
reciprocation engine spark plugs and ignition harnesses.  We appreciate 
Mr. Staudt’s support to the aviation industry.        

 

Clint Grant, Cory Courchesne, 
and Roger Sickler 

  

Bradley Wilkinson 

 

Mr. Bradley Wilkinson completed his studies for his Airframe 
certification at Tarrant County College passing the FAA written 
examinations and his oral and practical examinations on the 26th of 
September 2008.  

Mr. Wilkinson is one of our chapter scholarships recipients at Tarrant 
County College Aviation Department.  We offer our congratulation to 
Bradley for this accomplishment.   

  

We are pleased to announce our new PAMA 
chapter scholarship winner.  Mr. Cory Courchesne was 
selected as the Fall 2008 scholarship winner during the 
September 29th board meeting. Cory is awarded a full 
scholarship to attain his Airframe & Powerplant 
certifications plus an additional four avionics courses at 
Tarrant County College Aviation Department.     

This scholarship will pay for all tuition, fees, and 
textbooks as well as FAA written tests, oral & practical 
examinations and the student identification card.  

   

The announcement was made on the 30th of September during a class that Mr. 
Courchesne was attending.     

Mr. Clint Grant, Tarrant County College Aviation Department Chair, introduced Mr. 
Roger Sickler, PAMA-DFW Chapter President, who announced the scholarship.  We received 
excellent packages from a number of applicants that made the choice very difficult.  All of the 
applicants are congratulated on their dedication to aviation maintenance.   

PAMA-DFW Chapter Scholarship Update 

http://www.pama-
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Corporate 
Sponsors     

 

www.airlandturbine.com

        

www.shipitaogllc.com

        

“For all your engine 
management needs” 

www.aeroturbinespecialist.com

            

Membership Information  

PAMA’s diverse membership facilitates an 
exchange that enables each of our members to be 
more effective and to grow in their career. 
Membership categories include:   

Regular-- $49/year 
Airframe and/or Power Plant Mechanics, Avionics 
Technicians, US Military maintenance personnel.  

Associate-- $49/year 
Individuals actively engaged in aviation.   

Student-- $10/year 
A&P Students at FAA approved schools, apprentice 
technicians and avionics students. Current ID required.   

Company-- $650/year  
Includes membership for one primary representative, 
three additional members, job postings, recognition, 
plaque and more.

 

Volunteer and Sponsors Needed

  

We are looking for help in order to 
make this chapter a success. Please 
consider helping out with contacting 
companies to sponsor meetings, or 
helping at any of our events.   

Do you have any special talents such as 
graphic design or web design and you’d 
like to put them to use please give us a 
call.   

Sign up to be a sponsor this year and 
enjoy the benefits of monthly 
advertising.   

Contact Roger Sickler at 
roger@airlandturbine.com for further 
information.  

Brain Teaser  
Double Trouble

  

Fill in each blank below with a word that fits 
the definition on the left when the word is 
read normally and fits the definition on the 
right when the word is read backward.   

        Kind of vegetable _____Part of a Ship                

 

Kitchen vessels_____Halt  
     Certain rodents_____Luminary 

A
nsw

er:

 
leek, keel

  
pots, 
stop;   

rats, star 

Corporate Sponsorships  

Your company name and profile will 

appear in this section when you choose to 

be a corporate member.   

You will get an opportunity to advertise 

any new product or offers in this section. 

This is a great opportunity. This 

newsletter goes out to many in the local 

aviation community.  

 
PAMA IS HERE FOR ITS MEMBERS AND THE AVIATION COMMUNITY

  
I received a letter today and would like to give our aviation community the opportunity to help one of its 
own. Below is an excerpt from the letter (to see complete letter go to page 6).   

On June 29, 2008, tragedy fell on Carlos Franco and his family. Having enjoyed a meal and evening 
with friends, Carlos was the victim of a random shooting. While walking to his car, the assailants 
approached him from the shadows, firing a handgun, hitting Carlos seven times, and then left him to die.  

 
The DFW Chapter will set

 
up a fund to help Carlos Franco; you can donate by mailing your checks to 

The DFW Chapter of PAMA PO Box 185158, Fort Worth, Texas, 76181. Make checks Payable to 
DFW Chapter of PAMA and make a notation on the check for the Carlos Franco Fund. You may also use 
your credit card to make a donation, email you donation amount and credit card info, including name, 
card number, security number, expiration date and phone number to, roger@airlandturbine.com

  

I will be attending the National PAMA Board of Directors meeting October 22 & 23 and will bring to the 
attention of the board a need to set up a procedure for helping our fellow PAMA members who may be in 
need, due to circumstances beyond their control.  

We have always said that PAMA is for the benefit of our members, now lets show the aviation 
community that we are here for those who need help.  

Roger Sickler,  
President DFW Chapter of PAMA 
PAMA Southwest Director 

 

http://www.airlandturbine.com
http://www.shipitaogllc.com
http://www.aeroturbinespecialist.com
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Corporate 
Sponsors         

 

Engine and Airframe Material 
Specialists 

www.terltd.com

          

www.unitronlp.com

             

www.wja.aero

    
Corporate Profile 

 
www.wja.aero

  
The founder, President and General Manager of Western Jet Aviation is Jim 
Hansen. Jim's thirty plus years in aviation began at Northrop School of Aviation, 
where he graduated and received his FAA A&P license.  Soon after, he took a 
position at Western Commander / The Jet Center in Van Nuys, where he 
excelled and became Customer Service Manager.  Jim ran the maintenance 
here for twenty-seven years.  Jim left The Jet Center in 1999 and 
started Western Jet Aviation.   

Norm Hill, the Vice President of Sales and Marketing, has worked in aviation for 
thirty plus years as well.  Norm spent four years in the USAF as Crew Chief, one 
year in aircraft manufacturing at Lockheed, ten years as Shop Foreman of The 
Jet Center, five years as Dir. of Maintenance for Circus Circus Hotels, and most 
recently nine years as Regional Engine Manager for Dallas Airmotive.  Norm's 
career has seen almost every side of aviation and gives him a tremendous 
insight to customer's requests.  With his FAA A&P License, he is not afraid to 
get back out to the flight line and trouble shoot any problem that may require his 
skills.     

If you miss a traditional values approach to quality and detail in servicing your 
Corporate Jet Aircraft, you can relax now that you have found Western Jet 
Aviation.  Our hand picked staff knows the true meaning of Customer Service; 
we live it 24 hours a day and seven days a week.  WJA invites you to visit our 
facility and give us a chance to service your airplane needs and return it in the 
impeccable condition that we know your company requires.  Let us show you 
that WJA is the last bastion of service, value, and courteous attention to detail.   

  

We specialize in aircraft repairs, scheduled maintenance, modifications, 
customization, all inspections, certification, and parts for: 

Gulfstream models GII, GIIB, GIII, GIV, GIVSP, GV, G350, G450, G500, G550 
aircraft.   

Twin-Commanders 500s, 681, 690, 690a, 690b, 690c, 690d, 695, 695a, 695b aircraft.

   

Western Jet Aviation, Inc. 
* 16101 Saticoy St., Hanger 901 * 
Van Nuys, California USA * 91406   

For Information:  

818-785-2250 Office 
818-785-2180 Fax  

Email: 
sales@wja.aero

 

http://www.terltd.com
http://www.unitronlp.com
http://www.wja.aero
http://www.wja.aero
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Five Shocking Paychecks

 
By Clare Kaufman   

(http://education.yahoo.net/degrees/articles/featured_five_shocking_pay checks.html )  

Are you making what you're worth? Even in a tight economy, some workers are taking home more money than their job titles might 
reveal. Here's a look at five careers that come with surprising salaries --and what you need to do to land one.   

For the complete list click on the link above.  

Aircraft Mechanic 

  
A vocational school training program can land you a solid living as an aircraft mechanic. The $40,000 to $80,000 earnings range reflects the specialized 
training required to perform avionics repair and maintenance. Aircraft mechanics inspect landing gear, instruments, cabin pressurizing systems, aviation 
electronics, and more.  
The Lowdown: The FAA certifies 170 trade schools

 
to train aircraft mechanics in the craft. Most programs take 19 to 24 months to complete, although 

some schools offer 2- and 4-year degrees in avionics or aviation technology. 
Average Salary: $49,670 (BLS, 2007)

  

Even in the midst of a struggling economy, strong salaries are cropping up in the most unexpected places. Choose the right blue collar job, and you could 
be earning an upwardly mobile income. Choose the right education or creative profession, and you could turn a "labor of love" into labor for good money. 
Choose the right industry, and you could be earning much more for the same work. Surprising salaries aren't hard to come by: simply find a high-demand 
niche, get the education to fulfill the job requirements, and start earning what you're worth.  

 

l


